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Jacksonport Historical Museum

Ramsey Jones Architects

The Jacksonport Historical Society, Inc. was organized in 1994 by a few
local residents around a kitchen table who had the foresight to see the necessity
of preserving the rich heritage of the township of Jacksonport.
It is the intent of our Mission Statement to mark history through preservation, education, research and outreach. An integral part of this vision is to bring
alive the history of Jacksonport in order to educate our youth, our community and
our visitors. Also, to capture the history as it is being made today.
Our accomplishments thus far have been the publication of nine books
featuring family histories and traditions, restored the Erskine Root Cellar, implemented placing the Maritime Trail Marker in Lakeside Park, and Historical Markers
at two of our churches in the township of Jacksonport. A Traveling Trunk was created with historical artifacts to visually teach our youth. Volunteers developed a
Website. We purchased 4.2 acres of land, moved and restored the donated Cote
log cabin to the JHS property, and we are in the process of moving and restoring
the “Loritz Log Home” which has also been donated.
For the past several years our goal has been to develop a dynamic site
plan with a museum to complete the vision of our Mission Statement. We have
been diligently working on this site plan for the museum, and we are ready to present our vision to the township of Jacksonport, its organizations and our visitors.
We have a collective vision for our site which is to celebrate our heritage of
farming, logging, commercial fishing and the Native Americans. This will be a
unique interactive venue where visitors wander through time, not simply in an exhibit building, but across a site alive with the artifacts which define life as it were
in the township of Jacksonport.
The new home for the Historical Society will include a gift shop, archive
storage, public reading areas, offices, a historical artifact museum with a warming
kitchen and restrooms for public activities and gatherings, presenting a unique
focal point for the preservation of the township of Jacksonport history, as well as
outdoor classroom spaces, and interpretive signage.
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M E ET OUR NE WES T BOARD M E MB ERS
Darrel Birnschein your newest member of the Jacksonport Historical Society board
www.jacksonporthistoricalsociety.org

4768 Hwy 57
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
OFFICERS
Ray Osinski - President
4130 Bagnall Rd
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
920-746-9946

Eileen Roberts - Vice-President
4768 Hwy 57
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
920-743-6415

Dawn Honold - Secretary
3634 Honold Rd
Baileys Harbor, WI 54202
920-823-2556

as a trustee. My wife LeeAnn and I live at 5653 Hwy 57. I was born and raised in
Jacksonport on the home farm on Bagnall Road. I built my first home in Sevastopol
township and raised my family Bob, Brett and Kelly there. In 1993 LeeAnn and I purchased our property on 57 from my mother as she wanted to move into Sturgeon Bay.
There is a deep rooted history of my family in Jacksonport as many of you know I’m
sure.
I have 25 years of work experience in the shipyard in Sturgeon Bay with many of those
years in middle management. I have traveled our great country extensively as an owner operator in trucking. I am a home builder/remodeling contractor and am trying to
be semi retired as well. I am a life member of our local and the Wisconsin State FFA
Alumni Association and have served as a council member and officer several years.
Through my history, work experience, and joy of and for Jacksonport I feel I am uniquely qualified to serve on the board of the JHS. I look forward to working with many of
you in the pursuit’s of the Historical Society as we move forward especially as we develop the new site and museum project. Please feel free to volunteer to help us in this
endeavor.

Patty Birnschein - Treasurer
5489 Reynolds Rd.
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
920-743-7926

TRUSTEES
Darrel Birnschein
5653 Hwy 57
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
920-823-2441

Jerry Cote
6305 Cty A
Egg Harbor, WI 54209
920-823-2355

Jerry Cote was born in the Clover Farm store in Jacksonport in 1933. Grew up in Jacksonport graduating from Sevastopol High School. Served in US Air Force. Married Judy
Kiehnau in 1957 moving to Milwaukee in 1959. Worked at Koehring Div and moving
back to Door County in 1986 residing in Jacksonport since. Worked at Palmer Johnson
until retirement. Member of Jacksonport Advancement Society. Also member of VFW
Post #3088 in charge of Military Funeral honors. Member of American Legion Post
#72. Jerry and Judy have two children Mark (Jill) Cote of Sturgeon Bay and Debbie
(Jerry) Rieder of Rockton, IL. Three grandchildren, Amy Rieder, Nick & Brandon
Cote. Jerry has been with JHS since the start and has served on many committees

Mitch Honold
3634 Honold Rd
Baileys Harbor, WI 54202
920-823-2556

Herb Mueller
6959 Cty T
Egg Harbor, WI 54209
920-823-2062

Kandie Skippon
6315 Cty T
Egg Harbor, WI 54209
920-743-8924

JHS Newsletter is published
yearly and we are a
501c(3) organization.
Patty J Birnschein, Editor

We ARE IN NEED OF YOUR HELP!
We are in need of a grant writer. We need some one to
help the Jacksonport Historical Society with filling out
grants for the Museum and the operation of the Museum.
If you know of anyone with this talent please contact us by
email: jacksonporthistory@charter.net or call
920-743-6415.
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IF YOU ONLY HAD FOUR HOURS
What would you do if you only had four hours to acquaint a visiting
artist, about the history of lumbering in Jacksonport and Door County: I was given this opportunity recently, when Eileen Roberts called
and asked if I would visit with an artist and his wife. They were from
Tomah, WI and were visiting Door County to learn about the history
of lumbering in Door County, with a special interest in Jacksonport.
My first impulse was to meet the couple for lunch at the Neighborhood Pub. The “Pub” is an excellent place to impress a visitor with
the Maritime history of Door County. This gave us the opportunity to
contrast logging in Door County with logging in Central and Western
Wisconsin. This peninsula, with its 250 miles of shoreline did not
have rivers to float the logs to the sawmills nor did it have railroads to haul the finished product to its destinations.
The giant pine and hemlock logs were hauled by teams of oxen or horses pulling sleds to the shoreline sawmills and
piers. At one time more than 50 piers dotted the shoreline of Door County. There were three piers in Jacksonport,
one each in Whitefish Bay and Lily Bay, where we planned to visit.
Our first stop was at Lakeside Park in Jacksonport. We tried to visualize the logs, ties and cordwood stacked in the
holding area and the piers in the harbor. The history would not be complete without reflecting upon some of the
ancestral names such as Reynolds, Hibbard, LeMere, and Smith important to lumbering in Jacksonport to work in
the woods and on the piers. At a later time many of these immigrants became owners of farms in this area.
We drove south through the forested corridor between Clarks Lake and Lake Michigan. This land was the northern
limits of the land holdings of the V. and C. Mashek Co. The Mashek Co. owned more than 36 sections (23,000
acres) of timbered land in the towns of Jacksonport, Sevastopol and Sturgeon Bay. The Whitefish Dunes State Park
has excellent pictures of railroad ties, cordwood and logs piled near the Jacksonport piers. These pictures provide a
vivid portrayal of lumbering during the late 1800s and the early 1900s.
Driving south to Whitefish Bay, we viewed the location of the pier and the General Store. The building that was the
General Store is the only intact remnant of the late 1800s when the Mashek Co. moved its base of operations from
Lily Bay to Whitefish Bay.
Driving south for six miles we passed through the forestland once owned and harvested by the Mashek Co. Their
operations were initially headquartered at Lily Bay. V. Mashek purchased the Crandall and Bradley sawmill that was
located in Sturgeon Bay and moved it to Lily Bay. At that time the population of Lily Bay was about 25 persons. The
village developed to consist of the sawmill, a boarding house, blacksmith shop, General Store, coopering shop and
several dwellings. The logging crews and the mill crews made their headquarters at Lily Bay. Today, only the coopering shop remains from the boom days of logging. Fishing was a companion industry to the sawmill and the pier.
The fishermen could use the pier for their boats, and the coopering shop made the wooden barrels used to ship the
salted herring to market. The pier was available to load ships and market the barrels of fish in Milwaukee, Chicago,
and other markets.
We continued south to the Sturgeon Bay Ship Canal, again passing through the wooded area once owned by the
Mashek Co. The canal was completed in 1881 during the logging boom of Lily Bay. Completion of this canal and
the exhausting of the timber supply led to the demise of Lily Bay as a bustling village. Lily Bay continued to serve as
a winter port for the city of Sturgeon Bay, but when the canal was free of ice ships could sail directly to Sturgeon
Bay.
The Peterson Gallery of the Door County Maritime Museum was our final stop. The Peterson Gallery has several
pictures of sailing ships and barges loaded with lumber and logs destined for market. We returned the couple, who
by then were on “information overload,” to their motel and it was just 4:00 p.m.
By: Clyde K. Smith
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2011 DONATIONS
OPERATING FUND
Kenneth & Barbara Adams
Jeanne Arvia
Jan Birnschein
Mayo & Marjorie Carrington
Toni Christenson
D.Todd & Cynthia Ehlers
Eley Family
Roy & Betsy Gill
Ben & Althea Logerquist
Ranny & Kris Nelson
Kay Noel
Raymond Osinski
Paul & Bev Ozburn
Barbara Ramm
Hayne & Nancy Reese

Janet Rindal
Everett & Eileen Roberts
Bob & Pat Schutt
Don & Carolyn Weber

MUSEUM FUND
TIMBERMAN
Tom & Susan Alt
Wally & Gloria Bittorf
Lee Bley
Grace & Carolyn Dayton
Christine Hare
Gene & Marge Junger
Eunice McCormick
Barbara Ramm
Yvonne Stephens

MEMORIAL DONATIONS FOR THE MUSEUM
IN MEMORY OF BOB BIRNSCHEIN
Jan Birnschein
IN MEMORY OF AUGUSTA BRUNGRABER
Lee Bley
Don Brungraber
Jerry & Judy Cote
Sue & Joe Jarosh
IN MEMORY OF JEANETTE LOGERQUIST
Lee Bley
Jerry & Judy Cote
Sue & Joe Jarosh
Mike & Barb Madden
IN MEMORY OF MICHAEL SMITH
Rob & Gail Onan

FISHERMAN
Hugh & Joyce Bell
Jon & Judy Hollingshead
Jeff Krueger Family
Kay Krueger
Henry & Marilyn Spille
Joseph Urban
Phyllis Zatlin
PIONEER
Roy & Betsy Gill
SETTLER
Ken & Ivy Lou Nelson

ENDOWMENT
Gail & Rob Onan

IN KIND DONATIONS
Robert Bieri
Dick Birnschein
Gary Birnschein
Jason Birnschein
John Bley
Briggsville Gardens
Toni Christenson
Jerry Cote
Madeline DeFore
Dennis Dietrich
Eunice Graf
Tom & Kathy Kaiser
Mike Madden
Tom & Virginia Maher
Mike Orthober
Derek Ozburn
Jim Perry (Carpet One)
Family of Naomi Ranken
Kenny Smith
Yvonne Stephans
Veolia Waste
Tom Wilson
Alice Winnemann
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Saving Tadych’s Econofoods Register Grocery Receipts
Please save your Econofoods register grocery receipts for
Jacksonport Historical Society.
We can earn 1% cash donation.
So save all your register grocery receipts and mail to:
Patty J Birnschein
5489 Reynolds Rd
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
or turn in to any Trustee of Jacksonport Historical Society. You can also bring them to
any of our programs, annual meeting and the Gala Event
Receipts are turned in twice a year in January and July.
This is an easy way you can help Jacksonport Historical Society raise money for the
Museum!
If someone is interested in helping with adding the receipts please contact Patty at: 920-743-7926 or email:
pattyjane@dcwis.com.

2011

OBITUARIES

Gerald Graf
6/26/35 – 1/15/2011

Marion (Feifarek) Spittlemeister
4/6/28 -1/31/2011

Lila (Rankin) Herrbold
10/6/20 – 2/15/2011

Selma Fox
2/19/18 – 2/26/2011

Edna Martens
6/16/13 – 3/8/2011

Jeannette (Stieglitz) Logerquist
12/16/24 – 3/17/2011

William Kuhns
2/8/28 – 3/16/2011

Rosalie (Martinson) Roatch
9/5/47 – 5/12/2011

Dorthy (Teich) Brungraeber

Colonel Fredrick Wylie

9/16/23 – 6/5/2011

4/12/30 – 8/11/2011

Lillian (Michaletz) Pontzloff

Augusta (Pluff) Brungraeber

7/13/25 – 6/18/2011

5/5/22 – 9/10/2011

Ruth (Klapp) Schwartz

Elizabeth (Paschke) Copiskey

9/13/23 – 6/17/2011

9/9/30 – 10/26/2011

Veronica (Duetsch) Quinn

Florence (Kiehnau) Reagles

12/1/64 – 5/5/2011

1/17/29 -7/18/2011

Lesa (Ohman) Snider

Eleanor Zeisler

11/10/65 -7/22/2011

4/23/27 – 11/18/2011

Josephine (Neimeyer) LaPlant

Deloris (Kiehnau) Michelsen

3/12/1911 – 7/28/2011

1/26/31 – 11/26/2011

Deacon Roger Madsen

Mary Ellen Hood

11/6/43 – 8/6/2011

Evelyn Ohman
3/8/22 – 8/26/2011

7/22/46 – 12/31/11
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Treasurer Hunting in Jacksonport
By: Roger Williams

The history behind the “hunt” begins in a little one room
Methodist country church called Good Hope, located
near the village of Odon in southern Indiana. This writer’s great great grandfather, Frederick Shaffer, was a cofounder of the congregation in 1865. The Epworth Reed
Organ was added at a later date. My grandmother was
one of the organists for the church in the early 1900s.
Following the merging of the congregation with the larger
Methodist congregation in Odon, the organ passed to
the other co-founders’ family where it was maintained in
good condition until about 1970 when it was given to an
aunt on our side of the family. In 2001 she in turn gave
it to my daughter who lives in Bloomington, Illinois.
Two years ago, I had the instrument professionally restored, a process that revealed the model, 302, and serial number, 3697, of the instrument. However, the restorer had no information regarding the date of manufacturing. Being somewhat of a genealogy buff myself
as well as a church organist, I began the “hunt” for more
information regarding the instrument including its age.
Internet searches for Epworth Pump Organs revealed
only limited information regarding the models which the
Williams Organ Company which manufactured specifically for use as church instruments and in fact recruited
Methodist ministers to be sales representatives throughout rural America.
However, a Google search for “Epworth Pump Organ”
immediately brought up the website: Jacksonportmethodist.org and the notations that “Music from the original
Epworth pump organ still fills the church” and “built in
1893.” If I could find the serial number for that Epworth,
I would have a reference point of the age of my Epworth
organ.
Inquiries to the Sturgeon Bay Methodist Church lead me,
in early April of 2011, to the Jacksonport Historical Society and the remarkable lady, Eileen Roberts. After she
indicated that there was no apparent record of the serial
number of the organ, I inquired of the possibility of my
wife and I coming to the church to examine the instrument and opening the back cover to conduct a search in
the same location as we found on my instrument. Following consultation with the appropriate church officers,
such a visit was arranged.
On August 10, 2011 Joyce and I arrived at the church
where we met Eileen. John Hollingshead, Charles Oxenford, and Evelyn Mueller (church organist) who are members of the church joined us. Also Tara Halstead, Katie
Halstead and Becky Halstead were there. Becky’s grandmother and Katie’s great grandmother, Lottie Halstead
played this unique organ for more than 50 years. We
found the Epworth organ to be in remarkably good condi-

Lottie Halstead playing the Epworth Organ

tion and it filled the church with a beautiful sound when I
was given the opportunity to play. It was obvious that
the instrument had been well maintained over the years.
The initial search for a serial number, or any other markings, inside the back of the instrument proved futile until
my wife happened to raise up the music rack above the
keyboard to reveal a storage area and EUREKA there it
was: 2683 and 302 were stamped into the leading
edge of the single shelf in the storage area!! We had
found the “treasured numbers.”
There is general agreement in the professional literature
regarding reed organs that the Williams Organ Company
was capable of producing about 1500 instruments per
year in the 1800s. So now it could safely be said that
the Good Hope Epworth Organ was manufactured sometime in late 1892 or early 1893.
Joyce and I will always cherish the memories of our trip
to Door County and meeting so many wonderful people,
spending time in the historic Jacksonport Methodist
church which is not unlike the small church where I grew
up or the Good Hope Methodist Church where my grandmother played the Epworth now in our daughter’s home.
Our thanks to all of you and especially Eileen, for a wonderful experience, and enjoying a few additional days
taking in the sights and sounds of lovely Door County.
The Jacksonport instrument has now been registered
with the Reed Organ Society, a national organization

dedicated to the identification and preservation of
such instruments.
Additional information on the Epworth reed organ and
the Williams Organ Company as well as our own instrument can be found at a website that we maintain:
http://www.regencyatnavarrebeach.net/epworth/
EPWORTH%20ORGANS.html
The Reed Organ Society and database are at: http://
www.reedsoc.org/ the Jacksonport Organ registration
number is 4510.

Page 7

DÉJÀ VU
If a person visited the Jacksonport area in the mid-40s and then took a break for about 60 years what differences
would she find? Would things be better or worse? We were at war then and still are. Not much improvement in
that department.
As for Jacksonport, it would seem to me that our visitor would have found a much more vibrant town back then.
There was a lot more going on. There was a thriving fishing industry. The Grovogels and the LeClairs ran sizable
gill netting operations for trout, whitefish, and chubs. The Olson’s, Everett and Delor, fished with pound nets and
there were other smaller scale rigs. Our visitor would find fresh fish available almost daily and often whitefish
livers and smoked chubs. She found out what good was. Joe LeClair was one of Door County’s leading smokers.
Nobody did it better. Not to be outdone by the fishermen there were many more dairy farmers in the 40s. They
often supplemented their incomes by growing apples, cherries, potatoes, and other cash crops. As always in
Door County, there was the tourist trade and the summer residents.
These factors contributed to a rather bustling economy in Jacksonport. There was a gas station and a thriving
grocery store. Floyd Bemis, an artificial breeder, used the store phone to get his next customers. There was a
post office and a bunch of taverns. There was no television to keep people home so they socialized more. They
played cards and hung out. There were dances just about every weekend at places like Fernwood Gardens (Mr.
G’s), Institute, Carlsville, and just about any place that had a hall. Our gentle lady had a good time back then eating whitefish livers or having a perch basket at Birminghams for 50 cents. She could watch the fish boats come
in followed by flocks of seagulls. What would she find now?
Half the taverns are gone but she can still find a few places to down a few cool ones. The post office and gas station are gone. The fresh fish aren’t available anymore. As for smoked chubs? Forget it. They can be bought at
the supermarket. DON’T!! Forget, also, the picturesque fish sheds and docks that were such popular subjects for
so many artists. Designer homes now stand on those properties minus the artists. If all this doesn’t drive our
visitor back to a tavern she can take a ride out to the countryside. There are a few dairy farms left but are much
larger with as many as several hundred cows. There are still a few orchards but she will have to look for them.
Back to Jacksonport. No gas, no repairs, no post office but we do have fish boils. Most of the fresh fish get here
by slow freight.
To end on a positive note, the town has progressed in many important ways. Fish fries and other great food is
available now at Mr. G’s and Mikes Port Pub in Jacksonport. Lakeside Park is much improved with its beach, playground equipment, and picnic facilities. Back in the good old days they didn’t even cut the grass most of the
time. There’s a ball diamond and an ice skating rink. We have a nice town hall and a fire department that operates at a highly professional level. We have great churches and are part of, in my opinion, the best school district
in Door County. People pay more attention to their children’s activities now days. All in all, our lady visitor would
have found a pretty nice town back then and, putting nostalgia aside, would find it a quite a good place today.
By Dan Carmody

Recipe Corner

POPCORN BALLS
Recipe from Ellen Butler Zatlin to daughter Phyllis

1 cup white sugar
½ cup brown sugar
½ cup water
3/8 cup syrup (Karo dark)
piece butter
Prepare popcorn prior to making sauce. Check to remove kernels.
Mix ingredients and cook to soft ball stage. (Small amount of mixture forms a soft ball
when tested in dish of cold water.)
Pour over popcorn and stir thoroughly. Let cool just slightly. Butter hands thoroughly to
form balls.

If you have a family
favorite recipe you
wish to contribute
please mail it to:
Patty Birnschein
5489 Reynolds Rd,
Sturgeon Bay, WI
54235 or email it to:
pattyjane@dcwis.com.
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JACKSONPORT HISTORICAL SOCIETY SCHEDULED PROGRAMS
June 27, 2012 ANNUAL DINNER MEETING
Please join us for the Jacksonport Historical Society Annual Dinner Meeting
Wednesday, June 27th, family style dinner at Mr. G’s Logan Creek Grille
5890 Highway 57, Jacksonport. Cocktails at 6:00 with dinner at 6:30 p.m.
Speakers: Andy Ebel—great grandson of Joseph and Martha Loritz and
Patrick Ramsey of Ramsey Jones Architects
Tickets $25.00
R.S.V.P. by June 18, 2012
(Check payable to Jacksonport Historical Society, Inc.)
Return to: JHS Treasurer, Patty Birnschein, 5489 Reynolds Road, Sturgeon
Bay, WI 54235
Seating is limited so please send in your check as soon as possible.

Lortz Log HOME

We will be having our Money Bag Purse Raffle again this year.
July 21, 2012 GALA EVENT at Mr G’s
We invite you to join us at Mr. G’s for an evening of fun. We are kicking off our fundraising for the museum site.
We will need your support and help in raising funds for moving the Lortz Log home, which was donated by Jim and
Mary Lou Stanke. Also, for the future buildings of the Museum.
Come see the plans!
The bittorf brothers
The Bittorf Brothers will be playing for the night! We will have a
huge silent auction that evening also. You will need to be present
for the final call of the bids. The evening will begin at 6:30 p.m.
with the last call for the silent auction bids will be at 8:30 p.m.
with the winning bids announced at 9 p.m.

Appetizers and Entertainment along with silent auction
Doors open at 6:30 p.m.
Cost $25 per person or $45 per couple
Cash and checks only, we do not accept credit cards

August 22, 2012 Lahardane, County Mayo Ireland - Commemorates Titanic 100th Anniversary
The tiny little town of Lahardane built a 56 foot replica of the Titanic to help commemorate the 100th anniversary.
Grandson of survivor Annie McGowan will present the story of the Addergoole Fourteen. Fourteen people from the
Addergoole parish boarded the ship as third class passengers but only three survived. Annie McGowan, one of the
three survivors, went on to live a long, productive life. Professional Irish film makers Frank Delaney and Gillian
Marsh captured the story of the Addergoole Fourteen in "Waking the Titanic". Please join us for a viewing of this 52
minute documentary along with a short summary of the remarkable trip members of Annie's family made to Lahardane this past April.

September 26, 2012
Join us for a screening of Green Fire with Ray Osinski, Land Ethics Leader of the Aldo Leopold Foundation. The first
full-length, high definition documentary ever made about legendary conservationists Aldo Leopold. Green Fire
shares highlights from his extraordinary career, explaining how he shaped conservation and the modern environmental movement. It also illustrates how Leopold's vision of a community that cares about both people and land
continues to inform and inspire current projects across the country and around the world.

Join us for an eventful evening!
Jacksonport Historical Society

G A L A F UND R A I S E R
Saturday,
July 21, 2012
6:30 p.m.
at
Mr G’s Logan Creek Grille
5890 Highway 57

* Appetizers *Entertainment
*Huge Silent Auction
The Bittorf Brothers
Country, Western and Polka Music
Cost $25 per person or $45 per couple
Cash or checks only, we do not accept credit cards

Ramsey Jones Architects
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THE JACKSONPORT-FRENCH CONNECTION
By: Phyllis Zatlin

Margaret Butler was a petite woman with a big
heart and a strong will. She remained cheerful despite
two failed marriages and the early death of her beloved daughter Eileen. She made a home for her mother for a quarter of a century and was on friendly terms
with all her siblings, family feuds notwithstanding.
When she remarried late in life, she even turned her
husband’s untrained eight-year-old dog into a model of
good canine behavior. She was a special aunt for numerous nieces and nephews. There were many reasons why my sister, my cousins and I felt great affection and admiration for Aunt Margaret.
Margaret Butler was born in Jacksonport, the
tenth of thirteen children of Thomas Butler and Mary
Gaeth Butler. The family lived in a farmhouse on what
is now Junction Road. The children all helped with work
at their homestead but were encouraged to leave as
soon as they were old enough. So at age sixteen, during World War I, Margaret moved to Chicago where she
lived with her big sister Ellen.
Ellen had an office job at the gas company, a
position she held even after marrying my father, Frank
Zatlin, by neglecting to tell her employer that she was
no longer single. Margaret rose to a position of importance at Burny Bros. Bakery in Chicago.
When I was a child in the 1940s, my parents
expressed amazement that Margaret was earning the
impressive sum of $100 a week. Her job title was office manager. Maybe she did not have an ideal work
schedule or long vacations, but she had the respect,
indeed the friendship, of her bosses. When Mary Gaeth
Butler was ill and dying in 1952, the Burny brothers
were among the visitors to Margaret’s home. When a
few years later I had a summer job on Lake Geneva,
Aunt Margaret came to see me there and we visited
the Burny family at their elegant vacation home.
My family stopped in Chicago to visit Aunt Margaret when we moved to Florida in 1950–my first visit
to the big city–but most of my contact with her over the
years was in Jacksonport, at my grandmother’s house
behind the white picket fence in the center of the village on Highway 57. Aunt Margaret inherited that
house after her mother’s death. There is no doubt that
she, like her mother, always thought of Jacksonport as
home. Margaret (Butler) Condon (1901-1979) is buried at St. Michael’s Cemetery next to her daughter Eileen Chapman (1922-1933).
It is because of those strong ties to Door County that this story is not titled the Chicago-French connection, even though Burny Bros. Bakery was where

my aunt made the serendipitous acquaintance of a
baker from Paris.
Aunt Margaret followed the
lives of her nieces
and nephews with
loving care. When I
graduated from St.
Petersburg
High
School in 1956,
she gave me a
watch, the first I
ever owned. Four
years later, when I
graduated
from
Rollins College, she
was no doubt as
proud as my parents were that I
Margaret Butler at home in
had won a FulJacksonport, circa 1950
bright Scholarship to
study in France. That news was on her mind in the
summer of 1960 when a group of European visitors
toured Burny Bros. Bakery. Not shy, she quickly informed the representative from a French bakery that
her niece would soon be in Paris. Have her call me, he
said, and gave her his card.
Anyone who has ever spoken on a telephone
for the first time in a foreign language knows just how
intimidating that can be. I spoke French well enough in
classroom situations, but I probably would have ignored Parisian phone booths my entire stay in the capital city if I had not realized how disappointed Aunt Margaret would be. And so I bravely made that call.
The Parisian remembered Aunt Margaret well
and quickly invited me to meet him for lunch the next
day at a restaurant not far from the Sorbonne, where I
was taking classes during the three-week Fulbriight
orientation. He chose a Chinese restaurant-another
first for me-and insisted I use chopsticks. I have long
since forgotten his name, but not that learning experience.
During our conversation, in French of course,
we spoke of Grenoble, the city where I would be spending my year of study in France. He told me of a good
friend of his in Grenoble, at Biscuiterie Brun, shom I
should call upon my arrival. Biscuiterie Brun was a new
name for me but certainly well known in France, then
and now.
The Fulbright Commission in the early 60s did
a great deal to help with travel arrangements and then
make American students comfortable in their host
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countries, but finding a place for them to live was not
one of their functions. Thus they sent me tickets for
the train from Florida to New York and for the boat
from New York to France, had temporary housing waiting for all of our graduate student group in Paris at the
Cité Universitaire, and then sent us on our way to our
respective host cities. In Grenoble we were to stay in a
hotel, paying for that out of our monthly stipend, while
finding a room to rent.
I cannot speak for other cities in France, but in
the fall of 1960, it seemed impossible for an American
student to find a room in Grenoble. The university had
listings, but they led nowhere. I saw one that wanted
only German students. Having overcome my fear of
telephones, thanks to the kind baker in Paris, I actually
called that number and introduced myself by saying,
“Ich spreche Deutsch. Meine Grossmütter war in Berlin
geboren.” The fact that Mary Gaeth Butler had been
born in Berlin did not impress the potential landlady.
She told me that Germans were serious students and
Americans were goof-offs. Or words to that effect. And
she hung up.
I was at a low point in house hunting when I
called the baker at Biscuiterie Brun. As it turns out, he
was the head of the company. He had heard from his
friend in Paris, who spoke highly of Burny Bros., Aunt

Margaret, and me. The man in Grenoble had been expecting my call. How were things going, he asked? I
told him everything was fine, except I didn’t have a
place to live. He said he would make an announcement at the factory and see what he could do to solve
that little problem.
He called a day later and said he would pick
me up at the hotel to meet a potential landlady whose
son was serving in the French army in Algeria. His room
was empty and she was willing to rent it. When he arrived, exactly on schedule, there was another first for
me: a ride in a chauffeur-driven limousine.
The landlady was impressed by the limousine
and the Biscuiterie Brun connection. How she felt
about American students, I don’t know, but her quick
answer upon meeting me and the distinguished baker
who had escorted me to her door was “Oui, mademoiselle.”
While other Fulbright scholars continued their
housing searches for days and even weeks, thanks to
Aunt Margaret and the Jacksonport-Chicago-French
bakery connection, I had a room.

JHS ALL STAR
The Jacksonport Historical Society has been fortunate over the years
in having members with a variety of skills and talent that help to keep it
moving in a positive direction. Heroes abound. We had so many that we
decided to draw a name out of a hat.
We drew five and they all said
Vicki Bley. Vicki was not present. Smart hat!
Vicki has contributed long and well in just about every way possible.
She has served as secretary, treasurer and vice-president. She was instrumental in developing Cherry
Fest, the society’s brochure and the website she also designs and maintains. She helped develop the
Traveling Trunk. It is rumored the trunk is used to haul away skeletons from family closets. There is no
truth in that. She was also on the building committee. A short paragraph does not reflect the many
hours that went into these activities. All this excitement and busy time is more than most of us could
handle gracefully. Vicki does it with intelligence and an attractive presence. Thanks, Vick.

FROM
We’re on the Web!
www.jacksonporthistoricalsociety.org

JACKSONPORT
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY’S
MISSION
STATEMENT

The mission of the JHS is
educational in nature
through the study of the
township of Jacksonport,
its history, people, land
and buildings. The Society’s intent is to promote
this education through
historical programs, research, publications, commemorative activities,
collection of tangible historical memorabilia and to
establish a museum to
house, exhibit and preserve this material for
future generations.

THE JHS PRESIDENT

Our Jacksonport Historical Society’s Board has been challenged to take on a major
project this past year and I'm pleased to report that we have achieved our goal of
completing a Jacksonport Historical Museum Master Plan and Design. This plan and
design has been developed by Ramsey Jones Architects and the Jacksonport Historical Society’s Site Planning Committee. Richard Birnschein has provided commendable leadership towards this project and we are thankful for his efforts.
It is not only time to celebrate, but to spring forward to make this plan a reality
throughout our community and membership. Now is the CRITICAL time to offer your
time, talent, resources, and attend our special annual meeting
and exciting gala event this spring and summer.
In conclusion, thank you for all your past support and embrace
the future of the Jacksonport Historical Society.
Let us collectively "Seize The Day".
Respectfully,
Ray Osinski

Special Thanks To Our 2011 Co-sponsors and
donors for our Annual Meeting

Birch Creek Music Center
Mike’s Port Pub
Pamida, Sister Bay

WISH LIST
* Address Return Labels
* Volunteers
* Temperature control
environment for storing
our supplies of books
* File cabinets (any size)
* Shelving:
for storing paper
* Paper cutter (any size)
CALL
920-743-6415, or e-mail
jacksonporthistory@charter.net

Be sure to visit us online
to pay for your Dues
and make a
Donation to JHS

Welcome Cherry Fest 2012
S AT U R D AY , A U G U S T 4 , 2 01 2
Once again 2012 Cherry Fest is right around the corner. This year it is Saturday,
August 4 at Lakeside Park. We will have music, food, and of course the traditional cherry pie and cherry products available for everyone. Some new vendors
have been accepted to the art fair this year and I think you will be surprised at
the items they are bringing. The activities begin at 7:00 a.m. with the arrival of
the cherry kolaches to the upper shelter where coffee can be purchased as well.
At 10:00 a.m. Door County Meats start serving us cherry brats and hamburgers
for lunch. Also at 10:00 a.m. Matt Wahl, a returning favorite, begins his musical
performance. At 1:00 p.m. the Modern Day Drifters begin their performance for
the rest of the afternoon. Ongoing through the day is the art fair, Mayberry’s
horse drawn wagon rides, historical review
booth and the Erskine Root Cellar will be open
to the public. Take time from your busy schedules to come and see what Cherry Fest is all
about and support the Jacksonport Historical
Society in its ongoing projects.

